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VISION STATEMENT

S t  R i t a ’ s  s c h o o l  i s  a  d y n a m i c  l e a r n i n g  c o m m u n i t y

s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  o u r  M e r c y  h e r i t a g e  a n d  i n s p i r e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t .  W e  a r e

c o n n e c t e d  a n d  c o m p a s s i o n a t e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o u r

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  a r e  p r o u d  o f  o u r  l o c a l  W a n y u r r - M a j a y

c u l t u r e .  W e  e n a g a g e  o u r  l e a r n e r s  t h r o u g h  r e l e v a n t  a n d

h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  b r i n g i n g  j o y  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e  t o

l e a r n i n g .

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  w e l c o m e  r e t u r n  t o  A u s t r a l i a n  s h o r e s

a f t e r  a n  u n f o r g e t t a b l e  t r i p  t o  I t a l y  w i t h  B e k .  M a n y

p e o p l e  h a v e  b e e n  c a l l i n g  i t  a  h o l i d a y ,  a n d  I  d o n ’ t

u s u a l l y  c o r r e c t  t h e m ,  b u t  t h e  t r i p  w a s  a c t u a l l y  a

C a t h o l i c  p i l g r i m a g e — a  s p i r i t u a l  j o u r n e y  t h a t

C a t h o l i c s  m a k e  t o  h o l y  p l a c e s  t o  g r o w  c l o s e r  t o  G o d ,

d e e p e n  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  a n d  s e e k  p r a y e r ,  h e a l i n g ,  o r

f o r g i v e n e s s .

L E A R N I N G  |  R E S P E C T               C O M M U N I T Y  |  F A I T H

B e k  a n d  I  t r a v e l l e d  t h e  I t a l i a n  c o u n t r y s i d e  a n d  v i s i t e d  a s  m a n y  c h u r c h e s

a n d  h o l y  s i t e s  a s  w e  c o u l d .  F o r  a  b o r n - a n d - b r e d  A u s t r a l i a n  w i t h  v e r y

l i m i t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p o s u r e ,  i t  w a s  m i n d - b l o w i n g .  T h e  s h e e r  h i s t o r y

o f  t h e  p l a c e s  a n d  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  s u r r o u n d e d  u s  w a s  a w e - i n s p i r i n g ;  t h e  a r t

a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  w e r e  b r e a t h t a k i n g ,  a n d  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e

g r e a t  s a i n t s  w e r e  s i m p l y  i n s p i r i n g .
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O f  c o u r s e ,  w e  s t i l l  e x p e r i e n c e d  m u c h

o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  c u l t u r e .  I  s a m p l e d  a  f e w

c o f f e e s  a n d  r e d  w i n e s  ( w h e n  i n

R o m e ) ,  h a d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  g e l a t o  a  d a y ,

d i n e d  o n  p i z z a  a n d  p a s t a ,  a n d  s p o k e

v e r y  b a d  I t a l i a n  t o  t h e  l o c a l s — s o  b a d ,

i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  I  e n d e d  u p  r e l y i n g  o n

t h u m b s  u p  o r  t h u m b s  d o w n !

U p o n  r e f l e c t i o n ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p i c k

a  h i g h l i g h t ,  b u t  I  w i l l  s a y  I  i m m e n s e l y

e n j o y e d  v i s i t i n g  C a s c i a  o n  t h e  F e a s t

D a y  o f  S t  R i t a ,  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e

c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  o u r  s c h o o l .  T h e r e  i s  a

h u g e  d e v o t i o n  t o  S t  R i t a  f r o m  p e o p l e

a l l  o v e r  t h e  w o r l d ,  w h i c h  w a s  v e r y

s p e c i a l  t o  w i t n e s s .  I  o f f e r e d  a  r o s e  a t

t h e  t o m b  o f  S t  R i t a  i n  t h a n k s g i v i n g

f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  i n  B a b i n d a  b u i l t  i n  h e r

h o n o u r ,  w h i c h  h a s  n o w  t h r i v e d  f o r

1 0 0  y e a r s .

A s  b r i l l i a n t  a s  t h e  t r i p  w a s ,  I  a m  s o

p l e a s e d  t o  b e  h o m e — t o  s e e  m y

c h i l d r e n ,  o u r  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  t o

b e  b a c k  d r i v i n g  o n  A u s t r a l i a n  r o a d s !

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y

t o  t h a n k  M s  B e n v e n u t i  f o r  f i l l i n g  i n

s o  w e l l  i n  m y  a b s e n c e .  S a m  i s  a  v e r y

t a l e n t e d  e d u c a t o r  a n d  l e a d e r  w i t h  s o

m u c h  t o  o f f e r ,  a n d  a  b i g  f u t u r e  a h e a d

— o u r  s c h o o l  i s  v e r y  b l e s s e d  t o  h a v e

h e r .
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W O R L D  C U P  S O C C E R

I  a m  n o t  u s u a l l y  m u c h  o f  a  s o c c e r

f a n ,  b u t  e v e r y  f o u r  y e a r s  I  a l l o w

m y s e l f  t o  g e t  s w e p t  u p  i n  W o r l d

C u p  f e v e r !  L a s t  w e e k  I  r a n  a  s w e e p

a t  s c h o o l ,  w i t h  e a c h  s t u d e n t  a n d

s t a f f  m e m b e r  g e t t i n g  a s s i g n e d  o n e

o f  t h e  4 8  t e a m s  c o m p e t i n g  ( g o

A l g e r i a ! ) .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  p r i z e  f o r

t h e  w i n n e r .

I t  i s  v e r y  s p e c i a l  f o r  A u s t r a l i a  t o

c o m p e t e  i n  t h i s  e v e n t ,  a n d  I  h o p e

a l l  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  c h e e r  u s  o n .

I n  a  c o u n t r y  t h a t  i s  o f t e n  d i v i d e d ,

i t  i s  g r e a t  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  s p o r t

c a n  b r i n g  u s  t o g e t h e r  a s  w e  s u p p o r t

t h e  S o c c e r o o s .  D e s p i t e  b e i n g

u n d e r d o g s ,  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  s p i r i t  o f

r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  t o u g h n e s s  s h i n e s

t h r o u g h ,  a n d  w e  s h o u l d  b e  v e r y

p r o u d  t o  d i s p l a y  t h i s  o n  t h e  w o r l d

s t a g e .

I  w a s  r a p t  t h a t  w e  b e a t  T u r k e y  l a s t

w e e k e n d  d e s p i t e  t h e m  b e i n g

h e a v i l y  f a v o u r e d .  O u r  f i r s t  g o a l

s c o r e r ,  N e s t o r y  I r a n k u n d a ,  i s  a  2 0 -

y e a r - o l d  w h o  w a s  b o r n  i n  a  r e f u g e e

c a m p  i n  T a n z a n i a  a n d  m o v e d  t o

A u s t r a l i a  a s  a  b a b y .  H e  h a s  t a k e n

e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  o u r  g r e a t

c o u n t r y  h a s  o f f e r e d  h i m .  T h r o u g h

h a r d  w o r k ,  p e r s i s t e n c e ,  a n d  a  g r e a t

a t t i t u d e ,  h e  h a s  m a d e  i t  o n t o  t h e

w o r l d ’ s  b i g g e s t  s t a g e — t r u l y  a n

i n s p i r i n g  s t o r y  f o r  o u r  o w n

c h i l d r e n .

B A S K E T B A L L

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  A b e l ,  w h o  m a d e

t h e  C a s s o w a r y  C o a s t  b a s k e t b a l l

t e a m  a f t e r  h i s  t r y o u t s  i n  M i s s i o n

B e a c h  l a s t  w e e k .  A l m o s t  3 0

c h i l d r e n  t r i e d  o u t ,  w i t h  A b e l

p e r f o r m i n g  w e l l  e n o u g h  t o  b e

s e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  t e a m  o f  1 0 .

W e  w i s h  A b e l  a l l  t h e  b e s t  a s  h e

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  C a s s o w a r y  C o a s t  a t

t h e  r e g i o n a l  c h a m p i o n s h i p s  i n

C a i r n s  n e x t  w e e k .

T E N N I S

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  C o a c h  L i b o r ,

w h o  h a s  e x p e r t l y  c o a c h e d  o u r

c h i l d r e n  i n  t e n n i s  t h i s  t e r m .  E a c h

F r i d a y ,  o u r  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a n  h o u r  o f  t e n n i s

c o a c h i n g  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  P E

p r o g r a m .  I t  h a s  b e e n  p l e a s i n g  t o  s e e

t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r

t h e  g a m e .

O u r  l a s t  o f f i c i a l  s e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  t h i s

F r i d a y .  T h a n k  y o u ,  L i b o r .
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A T H L E T I C S

L a s t  w e e k ,  a  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l

y e a r  w a s  t h e  S m a l l  S c h o o l s

A t h l e t i c s  C a r n i v a l .  O u r  s c h o o l

f i n i s h e d  s e c o n d  o v e r a l l — a n o t h e r

o u t s t a n d i n g  e f f o r t  b y  a l l  i n v o l v e d .

I  a m  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  o u r  y o u n g

a t h l e t e s ,  w h o  d i s p l a y e d  g r e a t

d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  t e a m w o r k ,  a n d

s p o r t s m a n s h i p  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .

A  s p e c i a l  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  o u r

a g e  c h a m p i o n s :

A b e l  –  A g e  C h a m p i o n  a n d  n e w

r e c o r d  h o l d e r  i n  t h e  L o n g  J u m p

a n d  H i g h  J u m p

M a t i l d a  –  A g e  C h a m p i o n

J a x s o n  –  A g e  C h a m p i o n

D a n n y  –  A g e  C h a m p i o n

A  s i n c e r e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  B S S  f o r

g e n e r o u s l y  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  u s e  t h e i r

f a c i l i t i e s ,  a n d  t o  M r  R i c h a r d s o n  f o r

h i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,

w h i c h  e n s u r e d  a n o t h e r  f a n t a s t i c

c a r n i v a l .  W e  a l s o  t h a n k  t h e  o t h e r

s m a l l  s c h o o l s  f o r  t h e i r  w o n d e r f u l

s p o r t s m a n s h i p  a n d  c a m a r a d e r i e ,

w h i c h  m a d e  t h e  d a y  s u c h  a n

e n j o y a b l e  a n d  m e m o r a b l e  o c c a s i o n

f o r  e v e r y o n e .

W e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  o u r  a t h l e t e s — y o u

r e p r e s e n t e d  o u r  s c h o o l  w i t h  p r i d e !
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S A C R A M E N T S

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  Y e a r  4  s t u d e n t s

M a d d i s o n  a n d  M a d e l i n e ,  w h o

r e c e n t l y  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s

o f  F i r s t  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n  a n d

C o n f i r m a t i o n  a t  S t  R i t a ’ s  C a t h o l i c

C h u r c h .

W e  a r e  i n c r e d i b l y  p r o u d  o f  t h e s e

y o u n g  l a d i e s  a s  t h e y  t a k e  t h i s

i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  t h e i r  f a i t h

j o u r n e y .  D u r i n g  t h e  C o n f i r m a t i o n

c e r e m o n y ,  M a d d i s o n  c h o s e  M a r y  a s

h e r  C o n f i r m a t i o n  n a m e ,  w h i l e

M a d e l i n e  c h o s e  R i t a .

A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  t o  F r  K e r r y

C r o w l e y  f o r  p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  t h i s

b e a u t i f u l  c e l e b r a t i o n  a n d  f o r

g u i d i n g  M a d d i s o n  a n d  M a d e l i n e  a s

t h e y  r e c e i v e d  t h e s e  s a c r e d

s a c r a m e n t s .

M a y  G o d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b l e s s  t h e m  a s

t h e y  g r o w  i n  f a i t h ,  h o p e ,  a n d  l o v e .

B A R N  D A N C E

A  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  w h o

a t t e n d e d  a n d  h e l p e d  m a k e  o u r  B a r n

D a n c e  a  r o a r i n g  s u c c e s s .  I t  w a s  a

t e r r i f i c  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  I  w a s  v e r y

p r o u d  o f  t h e  w a y  o u r  S t  R i t a ’ s

s t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a n d  l e d  m u c h

o f  t h e  d a n c i n g .

O u r  s t a f f  w e r e  s u p e r b  o n c e  a g a i n ,

a s  w e r e  o u r  P & F .  A  s p e c i a l  m e n t i o n

a l s o  g o e s  t o  J o e  K u r u c z ,  w h o  c o o k e d

t h e  B B Q  f o r  u s  o n  t h e  n i g h t .  W e l l

d o n e  t o  a l l  i n v o l v e d .

P R E P  T R A N S I T I O N

T h i s  y e a r  w e  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t o  s t a r t

o u r  p r e p  t r a n s i t i o n  p r o g r a m  a  t e r m

e a r l y .  F r o m  W e e k  2  n e x t  t e r m ,  o u r

p r e - p r e p  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  j o i n  u s  e a c h

T u e s d a y  f o r  a  d a y  o f  s c h o o l  a s  t h e y

p r e p a r e  t o  o f f i c i a l l y  s t a r t  i n  2 0 2 7 .

M s  B e n v e n u t i  w i l l  l e a d  t h i s

p r o g r a m  t o  e n s u r e  o u r  n e w e s t

s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t h e  b e s t  a n d  m o s t

s e t t l e d  s t a r t  p o s s i b l e .

P r e p  i n t e r v i e w s  h a v e  s t a r t e d  t h i s

w e e k .  I f  y o u  k n o w  o f  a n y

p r o s p e c t i v e  f a m i l i e s  w h o  m a y  b e

c o n s i d e r i n g  o u r  s c h o o l ,  p l e a s e

e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  a r r a n g e  a  t o u r

a n d  s e e  t h e  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e  h a v e  t o  o f f e r .
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

W e  a r e  s o  p r o u d  o f  M r s  M a s i n a  o n

r e c e i v i n g  a  n o m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e

S p i r i t  o f  C a t h o l i c  E d u c a t i o n

A w a r d s .  A s  w e  a l l  k n o w ,  M a r y j a n e

i s  a  f a n t a s t i c  a n d  d e d i c a t e d

e d u c a t o r  w h o  r e g u l a r l y  g o e s  a b o v e

a n d  b e y o n d  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s .

I t  i s  w o n d e r f u l  t o  s e e  h e r  e f f o r t s

r e c o g n i s e d .  T h e  f i n a l  w i n n e r s  w i l l

b e  a n n o u n c e d  d u r i n g  C a t h o l i c

E d u c a t i o n  W e e k  i n  W e e k  3  n e x t

t e r m .  G o  M a r y j a n e !

S A F E  T R A V E L S

W e  w i s h  M r s  K u r u c z  t h e  v e r y  b e s t

a s  s h e  t r a v e l s  t o  C a n a d a  t o  m e e t

h e r  n e w e s t  g r a n d s o n ,  G r a d y .  W h i l e

s h e  i s  a w a y ,  s h e  w i l l  b e  r e p l a c e d  b y

S a r a h  K i s t l e  f r o m  C a t h o l i c

E d u c a t i o n  C a i r n s .  W e l c o m e ,  S a r a h .

F A R E W E L L

S a d l y ,  w e  f a r e w e l l  t w o  S t  R i t a ’ s

f a m i l i e s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  t e r m .

W e  s a y  g o o d b y e  t o  t h e  T o w n s o n

f a m i l y ,  w h o  j o i n e d  o u r  s c h o o l  i n

2 0 2 3  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  w a r m l y

e m b r a c e d  b y  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

K u r t i s ,  L o c l a n ,  a n d  M a t i l d a  a l l

t h r i v e d  a t  o u r  s c h o o l  a n d  a c h i e v e d

m a n y  s u c c e s s e s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  t i m e

h e r e .  I  w i s h  t h e m ,  a l o n g  w i t h

J u s t i n  a n d  S o n n e ,  a l l  t h e  v e r y  b e s t

f o r  t h e  f u t u r e — y o u  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y

m i s s e d .

J a x s o n  C a r r i g a n  w i l l  a l s o  b e

l e a v i n g  u s  a s  h i s  f a m i l y  r e l o c a t e s

f u r t h e r  s o u t h .  J a x s o n  s t a r t e d  w i t h

u s  i n  P r e p  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  a n d  I  w i l l  n e v e r

f o r g e t  h i s  i n t e r v i e w — L i a m  a n d

S a m a n t h a  l o v i n g l y  i n t r o d u c e d  h i m

a n d  m e n t i o n e d  h i s  s t r o n g  n u m b e r

s k i l l s .  J a x s o n  t h e n  s p e n t  t h e  n e x t

2 0  m i n u t e s  p r o u d l y  c o u n t i n g

b a c k w a r d s  f r o m  2 0 0 ,  w h i c h  w a s

v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e !

W e  w i s h  L i a m ,  J a x s o n ,  a n d  W i l l o w

a l l  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  f o r  t h e i r  m o v e  a n d

h o p e  i t  b r i n g s  m a n y  b l e s s i n g s  t o

y o u r  f a m i l y .



DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

Pre-Prep Transit ion Program Term 3

W e  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  w e l c o m e  o u r  f u t u r e  P r e p  s t u d e n t s

t o  o u r  Pre-Prep Transit ion Program  n e x t  t e r m !  T h i s

p r o g r a m  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  b u i l d  c o n f i d e n c e ,

i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  a n d  a  l o v e  o f  l e a r n i n g  a s  c h i l d r e n

p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  i n t o  “ b i g  s c h o o l . ”  I t  w i l l

r u n  f r o m  W e e k  2 ,  T u e s d a y  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  T e r m  3 .

What Happens  Each Sess ion?

E a c h  T u e s d a y  s e s s i o n  f o l l o w s  a  c o n s i s t e n t  r o u t i n e  t o  h e l p  c h i l d r e n  f e e l

s a f e ,  s e t t l e d ,  a n d  r e a d y  t o  l e a r n :

 W e l c o m e  &  r o u t i n e  a c t i v i t i e s  ( p r a y e r ,  s o n g s ,  r o l l  m a r k i n g ,  c a l e n d a r )

 L i t e r a c y  r o t a t i o n s

 N u m e r a c y  r o t a t i o n s

 S n a c k  t i m e  a n d  s o c i a l  s k i l l s  d e v e l o p m e n t

 P e r c e p t u a l  M o t o r  P r o g r a m  ( P M P )

 S c h o o l  r e a d i n e s s  f o c u s

 S t o r y  t i m e  a n d  r e f l e c t i o n

What Will  Children Learn?

O u r  p r o g r a m  i s  a l i g n e d  t o  t h e  Early Years  Learning Framework (EYLF)

a n d  s u p p o r t s :

A  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  i d e n t i t y

B u i l d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  s o c i a l  s k i l l s

D e v e l o p i n g  w e l l b e i n g  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e

B e c o m i n g  a c t i v e  l e a r n e r s

G r o w i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s k i l l s

 Weekly Highlights

E a c h  w e e k  f o c u s e s  o n  a  k e y  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  a r e a :

Week 1 :  G e t t i n g  t o  k n o w  s c h o o l  –  r o u t i n e s  a n d  b e l o n g i n g

Week 2 :  A l l  a b o u t  m e  –  i d e n t i t y  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e

Week 3 :  C o l o u r s  a n d  s h a p e s

Week 4 :  F e e l i n g s  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p s

Week 5 :  A n i m a l s  a n d  v o c a b u l a r y  b u i l d i n g

Week 6 :  N u m b e r s  e v e r y w h e r e

Week 7 :  L e t t e r s  a n d  s o u n d s

Week 8 :  P a t t e r n s  a n d  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g

Week 9 :  G e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  b i g  s c h o o l

 



Learning Through Play

C h i l d r e n  w i l l  e n g a g e  i n  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  a p p r o p r i a t e

a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g :

R e c o g n i s i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  t h e i r  n a m e s

C o u n t i n g ,  s o r t i n g ,  a n d  e a r l y  n u m b e r  w o r k

E x p l o r i n g  l e t t e r s  a n d  s o u n d s

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  m o v e m e n t  a n d  o b s t a c l e  c o u r s e s

P r a c t i s i n g  s o c i a l  s k i l l s  l i k e  s h a r i n g  a n d  t u r n - t a k i n g

B u i l d i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  w i t h  s c h o o l  r o u t i n e s

Building School  Readiness

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e r m ,  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  p r a c t i s e  i m p o r t a n t  s c h o o l  s k i l l s  s u c h

a s :

P a c k i n g  a n d  u n p a c k i n g  t h e i r  b a g s

F o l l o w i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s

W o r k i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t l y

A s k i n g  f o r  h e l p

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  w h o l e - g r o u p  a c t i v i t i e s

T h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  h e l p  e n s u r e  a  s m o o t h  a n d  c o n f i d e n t  t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o

P r e p .  A l l  2 0 2 7  p r e p s  a r e  i n v i t e d ,  i f  y o u r  c o n s i d e r i n g  S t  R i t a ’ s  f o r  y o u r

c h i l d ,  w e  w o u l d  l o v e  y o u  t o  c o m e  a n d  h a v e  a  t o u r ,  a n d  f i n d  o u t  a b o u t  a l l

o u r  w o n d e r f u l  s c h o o l  h a s  t o  o f f e r .  

T h a n k  y o u

S a m  B e n v e n u t i

D e p u t y  P r i n c i p a l / P - 3  T e a c h e r



A s s u r e  t h e m  t h a t  w h a t ’ s  h a p p e n e d  i s  n o t  t h e i r  f a u l t

H e l p  t h e m  c r e a t e  a  d i a r y ,  m e m o r y  b o x  o r  s p e c i a l  b o o k  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h e

p e r s o n

M a i n t a i n  n o r m a l  r o u t i n e s  t o  h e l p  t h e m  f e e l  s e c u r e

L e t  t h e m  k n o w  t h a t  i t ’ s  o k  t o  p l a y ,  b e  h a p p y  a n d  h a v e  f u n

A l l o w  t h e m  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e i r  l o s s  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  w a n t

t o

E n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  t a l k  t o  a  c a r i n g  a d u l t  i f  t h e y  f e e l  u n e a s y  t a l k i n g  t o  y o u

P r o v i d e  c l e a r  a n d  a g e - a p p r o p r i a t e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s

K e e p  t h i n g s  a s  f a m i l i a r  a s  y o u  c a n  ( s c h o o l ,  p e t s  a n d  h o u s e h o l d  p o s s e s s i o n s )

T a l k  a b o u t  y o u r  f e e l i n g s  a n d  h o w  y o u ’ v e  b e e n  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h e m

T r y  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e m  i n  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  w h e n  i t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t s  t h e m

I n f o r m  t h e  s c h o o l  o f  w h a t ’ s  h a p p e n e d  s o  t h e y  c a n  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t

T e l l  t h e m  t h a t  i t  i s  o k  t o  b e  h a p p y  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  m e m o r y  o f  t h e

p e r s o n

H e l p  t h e m  f i n d  w a y s  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  t h r o u g h  p l a y ,  w r i t i n g ,

d r a w i n g ,  m u s i c

E n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  f r i e n d s

COUNSELLORS CORNER

Understanding Grief  and Loss  for  Children (Part  2 )

W h a t  c a n  y o u  d o  t o  h e l p ?

H e r e  a r e  s o m e  t i p s  t o  h e l p  y o u  s u p p o r t  a  c h i l d  w h o  i s

e x p e r i e n c i n g  g r i e f  a n d  l o s s :

O f f e r  s u p p o r t ,  r e a s s u r a n c e  a n d  c o m f o r t

F i n d  t i m e  t o  d o  e n j o y a b l e  t h i n g s  t o g e t h e r

A c k n o w l e d g e  o r  h e l p  t h e m  n a m e  o r  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r

f e e l i n g s

L e t  t h e m  k n o w  t h e y  a r e  l o v e d  a n d  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e

c a r e d  f o r



Help

E n c o u r a g e  t h e  c h i l d  i n  y o u r  l i f e  t o  c o n t a c t  K i d s  H e l p l i n e  i f  t h e y  n e e d  s o m e  e x t r a

s u p p o r t  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h e i r  g r i e f  ( K i d s  H e l p  L i n e :  1 8 0 0  5 5  1 8 0 0 ) .  Y o u  m a y  f i n d

t a l k i n g  t o  s o m e b o d y  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h e l p f u l .  Y o u  c o u l d  t r y  c a l l i n g

P a r e n t l i n e  i n  y o u r  s t a t e  o r  t e r r i t o r y  t o  d i s c u s s  y o u r  c o n c e r n s  ( P a r e n t l i n e :  1 3 0 0

3 0  1 3 0 0 ) .

( I n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  K i d s  H e l p l i n e )

Talking to  chi ldren about  grief  and loss

B r e a k i n g  t h e  n e w s  a b o u t  a  d e a t h  t o  a  c h i l d  i s  n e v e r  e a s y ,  b u t  i t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  t h e y

k n o w  a n d  f e e l  h e a r d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  y o u  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  H e r e  a r e  s o m e  t i p s  t o

h e l p :

·  T r y  t o  b e  a s  h o n e s t  a n d  o p e n  a s  p o s s i b l e  a b o u t  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d

·  U s e  a g e - a p p r o p r i a t e  l a n g u a g e  s o  i t ’ s  e a s i e r  f o r  t h e m  t o  u n d e r s t a n d

·  U s e  c o n c r e t e  w o r d s  –  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s a y  ‘ d i e d ’  o r  ‘ d e a t h ’

·  A v o i d  u s i n g  e u p h e m i s m s  l i k e  ‘ g o n e  t o  s l e e p ’  o r  ‘ p a s s e d  a w a y ’

·  L i s t e n  t o  t h e m  -  i t ’ s  o k  n o t  t o  h a v e  a l l  t h e  a n s w e r s  r i g h t  n o w

·  A n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  y o u  c a n  i n  a  c a l m  a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  m a n n e r

·  B e  p a t i e n t  –  t h e y  m a y  n e e d  t o  h e a r  t h e  a n s w e r s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  t o  p r o c e s s  i t

·  U s e  s t o r y b o o k s ,  t o y s  a n d  p l a y  t o  h e l p  e x p l a i n  w h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d

·  L e t  t h e m  k n o w  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  t a l k  t o  y o u  a t  a n y  t i m e

·  A s k  a n o t h e r  t r u s t e d  a d u l t  t o  t a l k  t o  y o u r  c h i l d  i f  y o u  f e e l  t o o  d i s t r e s s e d

·  E n c o u r a g e  t h e m  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  f e e l i n g s  b y  s h a r i n g  y o u r  o w n  f e e l i n g s

S o m e t i m e s  y o u r  o w n  g r i e f  w i l l  m a k e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  c h i l d .  I t

c a n  b e  h e l p f u l  t o  m a k e  t i m e  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  y o u r  o w n  w e l l b e i n g  a n d  s e e k  s u p p o r t

w h e n  y o u  n e e d  i t .



Jaxson 
For the effort you gave and
achieving age champion at

the Athletics Carnival

Loclan
Demonstrating wonderful
leadership at the Athletics

Carnival

Daisy

For the great way you have
settled back into school life

and have participated in
lessons.

Jessie
Demonstrating wonderful
leadership at the Athletics

Carnival

Danny

For showing enormous
improvement in his reading

fluency! Practising every
day makes you a better

reader!

Ileana

You have been a delight to
have in our classroom. You
are kind and compassionate
to those around you. Each

day you come to school with
a bright smile and positive

attitude.
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Studentsof the week



Friday 17
July

th Cairns Show Public
Holiday

Tuesday 28
July

th Catholic Education
Week Mass -

Innisfail

Tuesday 11
August

th

School Photos

24-28 August Book Week

21-23 October
5/6 Camp - Port

Douglas

23-24 October
St Rita’s

Centenary
Celebrations

2 0 2 6  T E R M  D A T E S

TERM 1
Wednesday 28

January - Thursday
2  of April 2026

th

nd

TERM 2
Monday 20th April
- Friday 26th of
June 2026

TERM 3
Monday 13th July -
Friday 18th of
September 2026

TERM 4

Tuesday 6th
October - Friday
4th of December
2026

D A T E  C L A I M E R S
T E R M  3  2 0 2 6

T E R M  4  2 0 2 6

B I R T H D A Y  W I S H E S

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O
M A D D I S O N  ( 1 4 )  &  M I C H A E L

( 4 )  W H O  B O T H  C E L E B R A T E D
B I R T H D A Y S  E A R L I E R  T H I S

M O N T H .

T H

T H

T H O U G H T  O F  T H E  W E E K

M U N R O  T H E A T R E
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	St Rita’s school is a dynamic learning community strengthened by our Mercy heritage and inspired through the teachings of Jesus Christ. We are connected and compassionate to the needs of our community and are proud of our local Wanyurr-Majay culture. We enagage our learners through relevant and hands-on experiences, bringing joy and confidence to learning.

	FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK
	It has been a welcome return to Australian shores after an unforgettable trip to Italy with Bek. Many people have been calling it a holiday, and I don’t usually correct them, but the trip was actually a Catholic pilgrimage—a spiritual journey that Catholics make to holy places to grow closer to God, deepen their faith, and seek prayer, healing, or forgiveness.
	Bek and I travelled the Italian countryside and visited as many churches and holy sites as we could. For a born-and-bred Australian with very limited international exposure, it was mind-blowing. The sheer history of the places and buildings that surrounded us was awe-inspiring; the art and architecture were breathtaking, and the things we learned about the great saints were simply inspiring.


	THE RITA REPORT • SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	THE RITA REPORT • SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	WORLD CUP SOCCER
	TENNIS
	BASKETBALL

	THE RITA REPORT • SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	ATHLETICS

	THE RITA REPORT • SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	SACRAMENTS
	BARN DANCE
	PREP TRANSITION

	THE RITA REPORT • SCHOOL NEWSLETTER
	CONGRATULATIONS
	SAFE TRAVELS
	FAREWELL

	Pre-Prep Transition Program Term 3
	What Will Children Learn?

	COUNSELLORS CORNER
	Talking to children about grief and loss Breaking the news about a death to a child is never easy, but it’s important they know and feel heard and supported by you in the process. Here are some tips to help: · Try to be as honest and open as possible about what has happened · Use age-appropriate language so it’s easier for them to understand · Use concrete words – for example, say ‘died’ or ‘death’ · Avoid using euphemisms like ‘gone to sleep’ or ‘passed away’ · Listen to them - it’s ok not to have all the answers right now · Answer the questions you can in a calm and consistent manner · Be patient – they may need to hear the answers several times to process it · Use storybooks, toys and play to help explain what has happened · Let them know that they can talk to you at any time · Ask another trusted adult to talk to your child if you feel too distressed · Encourage them to express their feelings by sharing your own feelings
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